Melvin E. Mathews
April 25, 1955 - May 30, 2019

Melvin E. Mathews, age 64, of Gilson, Illinois, died at 5:35 P.M. on Thursday, May 30,
2019 at the OSF Hospice Home in Peoria, Illinois.
He was born on April 25, 1955 in Galesburg, Illinois, the son of Vernon “Speck” and Helen
J. (McCoy) Mathews. He was reared and educated in the Knox County area, graduating
from Knoxville High School in 1973. On September 24, 2005 Melvin was married to Donna
K. Kindhart at the Circle “G” Arena on Old Wagon Road.
Left to cherish Melvin’s memory is his wife, Donna K. Mathews of Gilson; two children:
Jason Mathews of Knoxville, Sarah LeGrande of Monticello, Illinois; two grandchildren:
Gage Mathews, Emma LeGrand; and two siblings: Paul (and Ginger) Mathews of De
Soto, Missouri, Rita (and Marty) Smith of Pekin, Illinois. He was preceded in death by his
parents; one nephew, Marcus Wagnor; and a special friend, Dan Griffith.
Melvin farmed for Jim Steel for a number of years, and later worked as a truck driver for
Munsons. He then became a dispatcher and worked for Munsons and Star Dispatcher,
until its closing. He loved working with and spending time around his horses. He was a big
part of the Circle “G” Arena.
Cremation rites will be accorded. A Celebration of Life potluck will be held at 11:00 A.M.
on Saturday, June 8, 2019 at the Knoxville United Methodist Church in Knoxville, Illinois.
Memorials may be made to the family. Hurd-Hendricks Funeral Home & Crematory in
Knoxville is assisting the family with arrangements.
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Knoxville United Methodist Church
303 S Broad Street, Knoxville, IL, US

Comments

“

Melvin was one in a million, to know him was to love him, that's how I have always
felt about him. Melvin would bend over backwards as they say for anyone. I had
thanked him more than once for taking my brother Donnie on a fishing trip when
Donnie was in failing health. There was never in my mind a big enough thank you for
him giving of himself and for doing that.
My heart breaks for the suffering melvin experienced here on earth but now the
suffering has ended for him and the tears flow from those who loved him.
Rest in peace caring, giving and tough but gentle man Melvin Mathews.
You will not be forgotten. Marilyn Carr

Marilyn Carr - June 05, 2019 at 10:32 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers for Melvin's family. Our families spent a lot of time together
when we were kids. A lot of memories of Melvin and his siblings. A big part of
growing up. Our sympathies. Kathy (Burkhalter) Small.

Kathryn Small - June 03, 2019 at 09:26 AM

“

Mike & Diane McDaniel lit a candle in memory of Melvin E. Mathews

Mike & Diane McDaniel - June 02, 2019 at 09:31 PM

“

Bob And Linda Wunder lit a candle in memory of Melvin E. Mathews

Bob and Linda Wunder - June 02, 2019 at 03:08 PM

“

It’s hard for me to find the words for this. My Dad was a one of a kind man. He
would’ve lent a hand to anyone. When I was younger, it was like we never came
across anyone who was a stranger to him. He worked hard every day of his life.
I’m forever grateful for how he raised me and what he did for me growing up. He
didn’t have to be, but he was and he never thought twice about it. I never went
without and I had every little girls dream Dad. From horseshows, to squirrel hunting,
to fishing trips in Wisconsin - we always had fun together.
I keep thinking of all the moments he made special for me. Like when I was in fifth
grade - I had a “How To” project to do. We chose to do “How to to saddle a horse”.
He brought my horse to school for me and we showed every kid in my class how to
saddle a horse together.
“Thunder is the sound of hoof beats in heaven.”
I love you Dad.

Sarah - June 01, 2019 at 09:03 AM

