Clark Lyonel Nelson
December 16, 1920 - August 28, 2019

Clark “Lyonel” Nelson, 98, passed on August 28, 2019. Lyonel was the oldest child of
Clark Ludwig Nelson and Minnie Evelyn (Swanson) Nelson. He was born in Victoria, IL on
December 16, 1920. He never married.
Lyonel is survived by his brother, Charles B. Nelson of Santa Paula, CA; brother-in-law,
Henry (Hank) Heffernan of Yakima, WA; and sister-in-law, Alice (Walker) Nelson of Salem,
OR. Also surviving are many nieces, nephews and cousins. Preceding him in death were
his parents; brother, Carroll Roger Nelson; and sister, Eleanor Heffernan.
Lyonel graduated from Victoria High School in 1938, as well as Cosmetology Vocational
school in Chicago the same year. Lyonel served in the U.S. Navy Reserves for thirty-six
months, including being a corpsman at Fleet Hospital 111 in Guam during World War II.
Lyonel received an honorable discharge on January 26, 1946, being one of the few
remaining veterans that served in World War II. A highlight of his life was to attend Knox
College with the aid of the G. I. Bill, graduating in 1951. After Knox College, he owned and
operated a beauty shop in Galesburg from 1952 to 1958. He then spent 12 years of his
career working as a hair stylist in Elizabeth Arden’s Flag Ship Fifth Avenue Salon in New
York City. Lyonel later returned to Chicago to oversee his aging parents. In 2015, Lyonel
moved to the Kensington of Galesburg to be closer to family and friends.
Lyonel leaves a memoir in a book titled “From Farm to Fifth Avenue.” It is a legacy of his
life and history for all to read.
A Celebration of Life Service will be held for Lyonel Nelson on September 27, 2019,
beginning at 11:00 A.M. at the Victoria United Methodist Church. Memorials can be made
to the Victoria United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 27, Victoria, IL 61485, or to the Knox
College Scholarship Fund.
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Victoria United Methodist Church
102 Washington Street, Victoria, IL, US

Comments

“

I just learned today of Lyonel's passing. So very sorry for everyone's loss. I had the
pleasure of first meeting him several years ago. He was a gentleman and a kind soul.
I have read his book and purchased copies to give as gifts. My mother, who is an
avid reader, said it was one of the best books she has ever read. I will forever cherish
my copy of his autographed book. I know he is missed by many.

Lisa Warren - October 01, 2019 at 08:18 PM

“

Lyonel was bigger than life to me as a kid. I remember him coming to visit us when I
was about 5 yrs old. He flew in from NY on one of the first Boeing 727's to land in
Portland. As you know I am infatuated with airplanes, and Lyonel knew it also. When
it was time for him to go back to NY he went to the United desk and got permission
for me to go on the airplane with him when he boarded. Dad was waiting for me at
the bottom of the "airstairs". I was thrilled and anxious, as I was afraid it was going to
take off while I was onboard! He always would remind me of that on future visits with
him. I can still remember saying goodbye to Lyonel while standing in the aisle.
Goodbye Uncle Lyonel, have a good First Class trip !

Clark Nelson - September 20, 2019 at 03:14 PM

“

Sending loving thoughts and prayers to the Nelson Family. He was a sweet guy.
Lyonel cut my hair when I was a very little gal in Victoria ~ before he went on to fame
and fortune in the Big City. Clark and Minnie lived just the street from us in Victoria.
Jolene Peterson Zukauskas

jolenezukauskas - September 05, 2019 at 02:11 PM

“

Lyonel was a wonderful person and I consider it an honor to have served him. May
the Good Lord wrap him in his arms and give him all the love he deserves.

Brenda Weinberg - September 02, 2019 at 01:29 PM

“

Lyonel Nelson, an extraordinary person, a resident, early in a full life, of Victoria,
Illinois.
Lyonel was a student in a class of my father, Max Wisgerhof, teacher at Victoria High
School, and my parents knew the specialness of the parents, siblings (sister,
especially), and farm of the Nelson’s, north of Victoria.
A few decades later (50+ years ago), Lyonel invited me to spend a night in his
apartment in Manhattan while he went to Fire Island and I was in New York, on a
lark. (I left a rose; place
one now for me.)
Regretfully, subsequent contacts did not occur.
Lyonel lived to 98, my father to 97. Both would be pleased.
Max Wisgerhof II
505 East Huron, #202
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

Max Wisgerhof II - August 31, 2019 at 06:03 PM

